THE  ARMISTICE  WITH   GERMANY AND  ITALY
fewer friends, too few children, too few arms, too few allies.
There is the cause of our defeat.
"The French people do not deny the blow. All peoples have
known ups and downs. It is by the way they react that they
show themselves to be weak or great. We shall learn a lesson
from the battle which has been lost.   Since the victory, the
spirit of pleasure prevailed over the spirit of sacrifice. People
have demanded more than they have given.   They have
wanted to spare themselves effort.  Today misfortunes come.
I was with you in the glorious days. As head of the Govern-
ment I shall remain with you in the dark days. Stand by me.
The fight still goes on. It is for France, the soil of her sons.95
This address must come as a special blow to those French
units which have up to the last moment been carrying on cou-
rageously against the advancing German flood. It is taken by
the French public as sealing the nation's surrender even though
the armistice terms are not yet known. The old Marshal prob-
ably has more prestige than any other French leader today.
Even so, opinion remains divided both in France and among
Frenchmen abroad about the inevitability of his decision to
ask for an armistice rather than to attempt continuing resist-
ance in company with Britain.   Foreign journalists in Bor-
deaux report that the speech has finally awakened the city to
the full extent of the national tragedy, which hitherto, some-
how, has not seemed real.   Marshal Petain himself, passing
today in his automobile through the streets, is the object of
respectful sympathy; but there is none of the cheering which
marked his appearance on previous days.